
saved money before, she started meeting weekly with others in 

her community to set aside money, pray, and receive biblically 

based training. 

At first, it was difficult for Evelyn to save—not only because it was 

a new practice, but also because she had to entrust her money 

to people she didn’t know well. However, as she listened to 

the testimonies of other members and saw how structured the 

group was, her doubt turned to trust. Evelyn explained, “Above 

all, we share the Word. ... And God, I think, has put that peace in 

my heart to be able to trust my companions.” 

“I’ve always thought that with how 

God blessed me, I want to be able 

to bless others.”

EVELYN'S STORY
AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

When she developed complications during her first 

pregnancy, Evelyn was forced to leave a graphic design job 

that she loved. Living in one of the poorest districts of Lima, 

Peru, she was unsure what economic opportunities would 

be available to her after stepping away from her job. As she 

processed all of her questions, she started experimenting with 

baking. After the healthy delivery of her son, Evelyn continued 

developing her newfound passion. Furthering her skills at a 

local entrepreneurship school in Comas, Peru, she began 

selling her cakes and cupcakes. However, without a pool of 

savings, she couldn’t afford a larger oven to help her grow her 

baking business.  

Three years ago, Evelyn heard about a savings group ministry 

offered by HOPE's church partner in Peru and decided to join, 

knowing it could help her business. Though she had never 

After a year of saving, Evelyn accumulated enough money 

to purchase an industrial oven, allowing her to bake from 

home instead of just at her baking classes. She formalized her 

brand and designed her own logo—a cartoon drawing of her 

grandmother, the role model who first encouraged her to start 

the business. Evelyn’s next goal is to purchase a refrigerator to 

store her ingredients and cakes. 

LEADING BY EXAMPLE

Inspired by her example, Evelyn’s husband, Joel, joined the 

savings group last year. Joel shared, “We really see the fruit of 

all of [her] savings.” Their two young sons are also now a part of 

the group, passing on a culture of saving to a new generation. 

Evelyn and Joel manage their family’s finances together, a 

powerful model for their sons. 

Evelyn now teaches baking classes to others. She finds 

joy in sharing her expertise, despite the potential for more 

competition. As she puts it, “What's the point of learning a lot 

of things if you don't share them?” Evelyn’s dream is to build 

a second floor for her home, creating a larger space to teach 

classes as well as for her family. 

Evelyn is thankful for God’s faithfulness in her life and is eager 

to share that with others, particularly through her baking 

classes and the savings group. “I’ve always thought that with 

how God blessed me, I want to be able to bless others,” she 

says. “And now … He’s using me.”

Inspiring
trust
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