
business, and he regularly purchases ingredients for his siomai 

from his neighbors. Danilo reflects that through CCT, he has 

provided much more than stable incomes, saying, “The impact 

of CCT on our spiritual lives has been great! Because of the 

weekly Bible studies, we have been able to invite our workers to 

go to church with us, and their lives have been transformed.” 

Seen by his neighbors as a hardworking businessman and 

responsible father, Danilo is a role model in his community. He 

dreams of expanding his siomai business to the city where he 

was born and celebrates that his children have a bright future. 

Recognizing God’s faithful provision in his life, he says, “Thanks 

be to God that He is always by our side.” 

“Because of the weekly 
Bible studies, we have been 
able to invite our workers 
to go to church with us, 
and their lives have been 
transformed.”

DANILO'S STORY
EXPANDING BUSINESS

An entrepreneur for many years, Danilo took out his first loan 

from the Center for Community Transformation (CCT), HOPE’s 

partner in the Philippines, to start an ice cream business. Faced 

with insufficient sales and the difficult physical demands of 

using a manual ice cream maker, Danilo closed his business a 

year later. Despite living in a country where more than a third 

of the population lives on less than $3.10 a day, Danilo decided 

to try a new business endeavor—selling siomai, a tasty Chinese 

dumpling that had recently gained popularity in the Philippines. 

He explains, “Unlike with ice cream, siomai sales are high in 

cold or hot weather, because people eat it on its own, as a 

snack, or paired with rice for lunch or supper.” 

Launching his new business with personal savings and another 

loan from CCT, Danilo developed his own dumpling recipe 

and dipping sauces, using local ingredients he can get year-

round. Danilo has taken out and repaid three subsequent loans, 

which he used to purchase kitchen equipment and install a 

water pump in his yard. With a delicious, convenient product, 

his business has now expanded to 12 mobile vendors, who 

cycle around their city selling siomai. Using the profits from 

his business, Danilo built a second floor onto his home and is 

providing a better education for his three children. 

GIVING BACK

In addition to the material sufficiency he’s experienced, Danilo 

is excited about both the spiritual and social impact he’s had 

through his relationship with CCT. Wanting to share the same 

opportunities he received through CCT with others, Danilo 

invited ice cream vendors he used to work with to join his 
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